American Goldfinches (Spinus tristis) laid smaller clutches of eggs in a year when precipitation was low (Holcomb 1969). Perhaps a smaller amount of food was available for adults and nestlings. Starvation of some nestlings was reported, but this occurred in a year when precipitation was normal and food was more abundant. However, there were far more breeding pairs per unit area and they laid more eggs per clutch. An attempt to evaluate the growth of nestlings for these years is presented to discover if goldfinches adjust brood and clutch size as suggested for other birds bv Lack (1947, 1954, 1966) and Ricklefs (1965Ricklefs ( , 1968 
Toledo, Ohio. The population was located within the city limits in an area where second-growth vegetation, hedge-rows, and weed fields prevailed. A description of nest sites, nest building, egglaying and incubation has been reported elsewhere (Holeomb 1969) .
In this paper, weight is the only growth evaluated. Nestlings were weighed each day to the nearest one-tenth gram. Mean growth and standard errors were calculated and relative growth rate was obtained by using the method reported by Banks (1959) . RESULTS 
AND DISCUSSION
a. Mean growth and relative growth rate. It was assumed that the nestlings that hatch first were longer, had longer necks, and larger mouths than younger siblings and receive food preferentially. If there is plenty of food available and the parents bring it fast enough, the younger birds will receive a sufficient allotment after the older and larger siblings are satiated. If the food supply is limited, or the parents do not bring it fast enough, the smaller, younger birds may not get as much food as their older siblings and they may grow at a slower rate. Table 2 show that there is a tendency for nestlings to grow faster in nests containing fewer nestlings. Unfortunately, there was only one nest with one nestling and one nest with two nestlings. An index for the first 10 days shows that mean rate of growth was nearly the same, but perhaps a little faster for nests containing fewer nestlings.
The It is obvious that five-and six-egg clutches contribute the most fledglings. It seems quite common for a female goldfinch to lay six eggs in an early clutch and be quite successful in raising the brood. If the first nest is a failure, she probably lays not more than five eggs in the second clutch. However, even though several females lay six in a first clutch, there are more five-egg clutches than sixegg clutches early in the nesting season.
There may be some post-fiedging mortality that affects nestlings from nests of six more than from nests of five. Lack (1966) has reported that young Great Tits (Parus major) that fledge at lighter weights do not survive as well as those fiedging at heavier weights. Although this paper shows that growth rate varied little depending on the number of nestlings in the nest, Table 2 shows that mean weight at fiedging is less for nestlings from nests of six than from nests of five. This lighter weight may eventually culminate in less survival and thus lead to a predominance of offspring produced by females that lay five-egg clutches.
SUM MAR Y
Goldfinch nestling mean groxvth and relative growth rate in weight were studied in relation to the hatching sequence and number of nestlings present in a nest. There was little difference in mean growth or growth rates in relation to the above situations, except that fifth-hatched nestlings grew at a mean slower rate than earlier-hatched siblings. There is a general tendency for nestlings to grow faster in nests containing fewer siblings. The most frequent clutch size was five. The significance of this clutch size is discussed with respect to number of ultimate offspring produced.
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